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PREFACE. 


||HE  Bhagavad-Gita  is  now  too  well  known  to  the 
world  to  need  an  introduction.  I  will,  therefore,  be  as 
concise  as  possible  in  my  preface. 

2.  The  great  Kpicpoem  of  Mahabharatam,  entitled  the 
fifth  Vedam  or  Bible,  has  been  written  in   Sanskrit  by   the 
sage  Vyasa.     It  consists  of  eighteen  Cantos  called  Parvams. 
In  it,  is  described  the  Bharata  war — the  war  between  the 
Pandavas  and  the  Kauravas.  Inthew*ir,  the  Bhagavad-gita  is 
a  great  dialogue  between  Lord  Krishna  and   Arjuna   on  the 
battle  field  of  Kurukshetra.     It  is  contained  iu  Canto  VI  and 
consists  of  seven  hundred  verses  or  stanzas  of  four  lines  each*. 

3.  The  Mahabharatam  has  been  translated  into  Telugu 
in   parts   by   three  ancient  poets  Nannayya,  Tikkana,  and 
Errana,  who  are  known  as  the  Kavitrayam  or  the  triad  of 
poets. These  poets  were  not  contemporaries.  Nannayya,  the 
curliest  of  them,  translated  the  first  two  Cantos  and  a  portion 
of  the  third.  Tikkana,  the  next  in  age,  translated  Cantos  JV 
to  XVlIi,  both  inclusive.     And  Ycrrana,   the  latest  of   the 
three,  translated  the  latter  portion  of  Canto  ]IL    Their 
translations  are  free  translations  and  do  not  closely  follow  the 
original.     The  translators  merely  took  the  story  and  wrote 
their  works  in  their  own   way,  as  if  they  were  originals. 

In  doing  so,  Tikkana  has,  among  other  subjects,  entirely  ig- 
nored die  Bhagavad-Gita,   which    contains  the  teachings 

of  Krishna  inculcated  to  Arjuna  at  a  time  when  they  were 
most  needed,  And  Yerraoa,  who  was  a  successor  of  Tikkanaj 


h&s  also  ignored  it,  although  he  supplier!  the  omission  scru- 
pulously made  by  him  in  leaving  untranslated  a  portion  of 
the  Aranyaparvain— Canto  III— the  undertaking  the  tran- 
fikt'on  of  which  parvam  was  considered  to  be  so  ominous  as 
to  have  caused  the  dertth  of  Namiaya. 

4.  The  circumstances  which  If]  to  the  teaching  of  the 
Gita  on  the  part  of  K ristna  wore  briefly  as  follow. 

The  Panda vas  and  the  Kauravas  were  cousins  or  sons  of 
Brothers.  The  former  were  five  while  the  latter  were  one 
hundred,  in  number. ,  The  father  of  the  farmer  was  King 
Pandu:  that  of  the  latter  was  Dhritaiastra,  a  born-blind 
man.  King  Pandu  died  when  his  sons  were  tender 
children,  and  both  they  and  the  Kauravas  were  brought 
up  together  by  Dhritarashtra,  who  survived  his  brother. 
Both  were  taught  the  art  of  Avar  together  and  by  one  and 
the  same  teacher,  Drona.  Yudhistir  was  the  head  of  the 
Pandavas,  and  Duryodhana  the  head  of  the  Kauravas. 
Yudhifchur  was  the  Indian  Aristides,  while  Dnryodhana  was 
a  wicked  prince.  Arjuna  WHS  one  of  Yudbishtira's  brothers 
and  was  the  greatest  urr,her  the  world  bus  ever  produced- 

Owing  to  jealousy,  Duryodhana  had,  several  times,  at- 
tempted against  the  lives  of  the  Pandavas,  and  his  father 
Dhntarashtra,  who,  with  all  his  blindness,  was  a  politic 
and  avaricious  man,  had  always  been  conniving  at  it,  some- 
times  passively  and  sometimes  actively.  But  the  mercy  of 
God,  who  is  the  father  and  ruler  of  the  whole  Universe,  and 
who  will  always  be  on  the  side  of  virtue,  had  saved  them 
every  time.  Finally,  as  Yudhishtir  and  Duryodhana  were 
ruling  their  respective  kingdoms,  entrusted  to  their  charge 
by  Dhritaratftra,  on  their  attaining  majority,  Duryodhana 
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coveted  the  Panda  va  kingdom  but,  being  unequal  totha  task 
of  fighting  the  valiant  Pandus,  who  had  conquered  the  whole 
of  India,  got  Yudhishtir  sent  for  by  his  father  and  asked  him 
to  game  with  dice.  In  those  days,  refusal  to  play  with  dice 
when  invited  for  it  was  considerd  to  be  an  act  of  humi 
liation  or  rather  impoliteness  on  the  part  of  kings.  Yudhish- 
tir accordingly  gave  consent  though  against  his  will.  The 
wager  was  that  the  unsuccessful  party  should  give  up  his 
kingdom  to  the  successful  party  and  that  he  should,  with  all 
his  brothers,  live  the  life  of  an  ascetic  in  the  forest  for  a  period 
of  twelve  years  and  in  disguise  during  the  thirteenth  year  in  a 
town.  In  the  case  of  Yudhishtir,  it  was  added  that  he  should 
take  along  with  him  his  queen  Draupady  as  well. 
If  detected  during  the  term  of  disguise,  the  party  should  re* 
peat  this  course  of  ascetic  life  and  disguised  life  until  the 
disguised  life  was  successfully  lived,  when  his  kingdom 
would  be  restored.  Without  himself  playing  the  game,  <ts  he 
ought  to  have  done,  according  to  the  understanding  between 
them,  Duryodhana  played  by  proxy.  He  appointed  his 
maternal  uncle  Sakuni  to  play  for  him.  This  Sakuni  had 
learnt  the  tricks  of  dice,  and,  in  one  throw  thereof,  he  gained 
all  the  kingdom  of  Yudhishtir. 

Yudhistir  successfully  passed  through  the  ordeal  of  the 
twelve  years  ascetic  life  in  various  wilds  and  the  one  year  dis- 
guised life  in  town,  and  sent  word  to  Duryodhaua  to  restore 
his  kingdom.  Lord  Krishna  himself  went  on  the  errand. 
Duryodhana  refused.  The  just  expostulations  of  the  Lord, 
garbed  in  his  wonted  sweet  speech,  had  no  effect  on  the  evil- 
minded  Duryodhana.  On  the  other  hand,  he  took  the  Lord 
to  be  a  juggler  and  even  foolishly  and  sinfully  attempted  m 
yain  to  capture  Him.  Hence  the  Bharata  war. 


:'  5.'  In' the  war,  Lord  Krishna  was  the  charioteer  of 
Priaoe  Arjuna,  On  the  battle  field,  while  ori  the  eve  of  dart- 
ing his  volleys  of  shafts  at  the  enemy,  Arjuna  sees  their 
legions  consisting  of  his  own  cousins, .  venerable  grandsire 
Bhishma  and  honored  touchers  Drona  and  others,  among 
other  relations,  when  h^  heart  is  melted  by  motives  of  com* 
passion  and  he  feels  hopelessly  despondent  On  no  occasion 
had  he  ever  shrank  in  his  mind  and  in  no  war  had  he  ever 
boen  unsuccessful.  Among  other  titles,  he  had  won  that  of 
Vijaya  meaning  uthe  conquerer."  He  feels  that  the 
earthly  pleasures  to  be  won  at  the  cost  of  his  kith  and  km 
are  unenviable.  He  views  it  as  sinful  to  kill  his  kindred 
and ,  flatly  refuses  to  fight.  He  throws  down  his  bow  and 
arrow  in  the  chariot  and  sits  confused  with  his  eyes  whirling 
in  tears*  Lord  Krishna,  with  a  jocular  smile,  asks  him 
"How  is  it  you  are  effeminate  at  this  critical  juncture  r" 
and  advises  him  to  banish  his  abject  fear,  and  Arjuna  tells 
him  he  holds  a  doubt  as  to  which  is  the  better  oE  the  two, 
whether  to  conquer  or  be  conquered  by  the  enemy,  for  in  the 

former  case  he  shall  have  to  kill  the  Kauravas,  who  are 
standing '  before  his  very  face  on  the  field,  and  if  he 
killed  them  he  would  not  be  inclined  to  live. 

6.  Now  it  is  a  task  for  Lord  Krishna.  He  was  Arjuna's 
Cousin — maternal  uncle's  son.  He  was  his  brother-in-law; 
— wife's  brother.  He  was  his  constant  friend.  He  was  his 
teacher  and  guide  in  the  affairs  of  life-  He  had  saved  him 
on  every  occasion  of  adversity.  He  was  his  charioteer  in 
tins  particular  war.  He  was  an  incarnation  of  Vishnu — God 
of  the  universe.  His  mission  or  rather  his  will  was  to  punish 
guilt  and  save  righteousness.  He  had  shown  proof  of  his 
mission  in  his  various  deeds,  of  whick  the  killing  of  his  ow# 


maternal  uncle  Kamsa,  the  demoniac  prince,  might  be 
mentioned  as  one.  If,  at  this  juncture,  he  kept  quiet,  Arjuna 
would  omit  to  do  his  duty  as  warrior  and  as  prince.  1  he 
great  Mahabharata  war  would  end  in  its  embryo  stage.  The 
righteous  and  valiant  Pandus  would  sink  into  insignificance; 
and  unrighteousnes  and  cowardice  would  prevail  over 
righteousness  and  valour.  Consequently,  Kriahtua 
determined  to  give  stimulus  to  Arjuna. 


7.    But  Arjuna  was  not  a  coward.     He  had  conquered 
the  whole  of  India.     He  could  use  the  bow  with  both  hands, 
He  was  a  terror  to  the  foe  in  the  field.     He  was  ever  vic- 
torious.    The  gods  would  seek  his  help  in  their  wars  with 
demons,  and  he  had  won  the  diadem  and  the  chariotiof  Indra, 
the  king  of  Heaven,  as   presents    for    services   rendered  in 
a  particular  war.     In  fact,  he  had   never,  in  his  life,  had  an 
apprehension  of  defeat  in  wars.     His  valiant  and  noble  mind, 
which  was  superhuman,  was   always  above   apprehensions. 
The  question  put  by  him  to  Krishna  was  which  of  the  two 
alternatives  was  better,  whether  to  conquer  the  enemy  or  be 
conquered  by  them.     This  question  was  propounded  not  by 
want  of  valour,  not  by  want  of  moral  courage(for  he  needed 
neither  of  them),  not  by  fear  of  the  foe  (for  he  never  had  it), 
but  by  generous  motives  of  the  heart,  by  the  tie  of  fraternity, 
by  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  grandsire  Bhishma,  by  a  sense  of 
duty  to  the  elders,  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  honored  tutors,  and 
by  a  sense  of  duty  to  friends.     Thus,  owing  to  attachment 
to  his  kith  and  kin,  he  was  in  a  state  of  delusion,  which  made 
him  forget  his  higher  duties— duties  he  ought  to  perform  as 
Kshatria* 


8.  Accordingly,  the  stimulus  that  should  be  given  to 
Arjuna  was  not  of  a  temporal  nature.  It  was  of  a  higher 
nature  i.  e.,  spiritual  and  philosophical  nature.  Arjuna  did 
not  care  for  earthly  pleasures,  with  all  his  might  and  valour. 
Hut,  the  stimulus  to  be  given  would  lead  to  earthly  pleasures. 
Vice  should  be  punished  and  virtue  rewarded.  To  this  end, 
theKauravas  mustbe  slain  andYudhishtir restored  toKingdom. 
Thus,  the  revival  of  earthly  pleasures  to  Arjuna  would,  in 
the  long  run,  be  the  result  of  the  stimulus  to  be  given  to 
him.  But,  Arjuna  should  not  know  this.  If  he  knew, 
he  could  not  be  brought  round.  He  should  be  made  to  be 
oblivious  of  it.  He  should  be  made  to  understand  that  what, 
according  to  him,  was  his  wisdom  was  nothing  but  folly.  He 
should  be  made  to  understand  that  his  grief  and  attachment 
were  the  result  of  his  egoism,  and  that  he  was  consequently  in 

a  state  of  delusion,  which  brought  about  in  him  a  subordina* 
tionof  higher  aspirations  to  lower  aspirations.  He  should  be 
made  to  understand  that,  while  seeming  to  possess  self-denial 

out  of  duty  to  kith  and  kin,  he  was,  strictly  speaking,  selfish, 
having  lost  sight  of  the  broad  fact  that,  as  Kshatriya,  his 
d,uty  was  to  fight  for  the  deliverance  of  his  nation  and  that 
to  abandon  it  was  sin.  He  should  be  made  to  understand  that 
man  should  do  his  duty  without  caring  for  the  consequence. 
He  should  also  be  made  to  understand  that  man  is  no  agent 
but  a  tool  in  the  hand  of  the  Almighty.  He  should  be  made 
to  see  action  in  inaction  and  inaction  in  action.  HP.  should 
be  made  to  understand  that  the  soul  is  immortal  mid  that 
what  dies  is  only  the  mould  or  form,  which  it  doiis  or  doffs 
like  stage  property.  He  should  be  made  to  understand  that 
killing  is  no  sin  and  that,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  only  libera- 
tion. He  should  be  made  to  understand  that  there  is  no 
Such  thing  as  death  at  all  Thus  it  needed  not  only  the  most 
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subtle  mind,  the  most  politic  mind  and  the  most  sagacious 
mind  of  a  great  human  being,  but  also  the  controlling  mind 
of  a  supernatural  being,  who  could  teach  the  whole  world. 
To  this  task,  no  less  a  being  than  Lord  Krishna  is  equal.  And 
he  successfully  did  this  task  by  silencing  the  various  scruples 
of  Arjuna,  raised  during  the  long  discourse  of  the  Gita.  In 
doing  it,  he  played  the  part  of  a  sincere  friend,  the  part  of 
a  noble  statesman,  the  part  of  a  shrewd  politician,  the  part  of 
a  holy  teacher  of  the  world. 

9.  Some  might  think  that  the  Gita  would  teach  renun- 
ciation and  that  the  man  of  the  world  would   be  at    a   dis- 
advantage by  its  study.     They  are  sadly  mistaken.  Consider 
the  Arjuna  who,  before  hearing  the  Lord's  Gita  lies  confused 
in  the  chariot  renouncing  all  action,  out  of  commisseration, 
and  consider  the  Arjuna  who,   with  scruples  silenced  after 
hearing    the  same,  becomes  sensible  of  duty  and,  with  re- 
doubled energy,  slays  his  kith  and  kin  to  the  last  man  and 
not  only  mrnins  his  lost  kingdom  but  also  conquers   a   vast 
empire.      Thus,  far  from  leading  the  reader  to  renunciation, 
the  Gira  would  be  a  source  of  temporal   jis  well   as  spiritual 
blessings  to  him.     The  moral  deducible  from   it  is,  simply 
and  in  one  word, 

*'I)o  thy  duty  come  what  may  "  and  do  it  with  devotion  to   God  and  without 
selfishness. 

And  the  beneficial  results   arising  from  an   observance 
of  this  moral  cannot  be  over-estimated. 

10.  Some  might  think  that  the  Gita  should   not  be 
translated  into   Telugu,  lest  its  divinity  should  be  detracted 
from,   and  that  it  was  for  this  very  reason  that  Tikkana 
omitted  it  iu  his  translation.     There  is  also  a  story  qprrent 
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tfiat  Tikkafta,  after  translating  the  Bharatam,went  to  Benaraa 
and  prayed  to  the  Goddess  of  the  river  Ganges,wbo  appeared 
iu  human  form  to  him-  tUpon  his  submission  that  he  had 
translated  the  Buaratam,  the  goddess  asked  him  if  he  had 
translated  the  Bhagavad-Gita.  He  answered  in  the  negativfc 
the  goddess  blessed  his  work  with  immortality* 


This  story  is  nothing  but  a  myth.  It  is  also  inconsis- 
tent with  the  view  of  Vyasa.  According  to  Vyasa  himself, 
his  Bharatam  was  intended  especially  for  women  and  Non- 
Brabmans,  who  were  prohibited  from  reading  the  Vedara- 
But  he  wrote  it  in  Sanskirt,  a  language  with  which  the 
woman  and  the  Non-Brahman  in  general  are  not  conversant 
and  it  must  be  translated  into  a  spoken  language.  Even 
Tikkana  did  translate  a  few  of  the  verses  of  the  Gita,  though 
in  his  book  he  put  some  of  them  in  their  proper  place,  and 
let  in  some  in  a  subsequent  canto-Santiparvam  —  by  putting 
them  into  the  mouths  of  Bhishma  and  others. 

It  may  also  be  mentioned  that  Tikkana  has  omitted  the 
Viduramty  too—  the  morals  inculcated  by  Vidura  to  'Dhrita- 
rashtra,  Vidura  was  a  Sudra  and  there  was  no  divinity  in 
his  nity  or  teaching.  The  secret  is  it  would-be  a  task  to 
translate  such  abstruse  'portions  as  the  Gita  and  others,  and 
the  free  translator  Tikkana  did  not  like  to  take  the  trouble  of 
.doing  the  task. 

II.  The  Gita  is  said  to  be  an  epitome  of  the  Vedas 
arid  the  Upanishads;  ami  it  is  the  existence  of  this  Gita  that 
has  given  to  the  Bharatam  the  title  of  the  Fifth  Vedam. 
Wtihout  it,  the  Bharatam  would  be  in&ipid. 


12.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  highly  desirable,  nay 
absolutely  necessary,  that  the  omission  made  by  the  triad  of 
Telgu  poets  should  be  supplied  by  ^translating  the  Gita  into 
Telugu.  I  have  now  accordingly  undertaken  the  task.  Arid 
unlike  the  triad  in  the  case  of  the  remaining  Bharatam,  1  have 
translated  it  verse  for  verse. 

13  It  must  also  be  noted  that,  from  the  difference  of 
opinions  held  by  the  respective  schools  to  which  they  belonged, 
the  three  great  commentators  of  the  Gita,  Sankara,  Madhwa 
and  Bamanuja,  took  advantage  of  the  flexibility  of  the 
"Sanskirt  language  in  which  it  had  been  written,  broke  their 
heads  oncartain  Mokas  and  interpreted  them  in  their  respec- 
tive favour.  They  sometimes  also  begged  the  question  and 
made  lucid  stanzas  most  obscure  by  making  far-  fetched  con- 
struction. But,  I  have  simply  followed  the  original,  most 
faithfully  and  most  closely  ;  and  I  trust  that  my  transla- 
tion may  meet  with  the  reader's  approval  to  whatever  school 
of  philosophy  he  may  belong. 

RAJAHMUNDKY,     1       TAOURY  LAKSHMI  NARASIMHA  RAO, 
May  1907.       \ 
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